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REPORT  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

Chicago,  December  31,  1916 

To  His  Excellency,  Frank  0.  Louden, 

Governor  of  the  State  of  Illinois,  Springfield,  Illinois: 

Sir:  In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Act  entitled: 
"  An  Act  to  encourage  and  promote  the  establishment  of  free  public 
libraries  in  cities,  villages,  and  towns  in  this  State"  (Illinois), 
approved  June  17,  1891,  under  which  this  corporation  is  organ- 
ized, the  Trustees  of  The  Newberry  Library  herewith  transmit 
their  twenty-fifth  annual  report  of  the  progress  and  operations 
of  the  Library  during  the  year  1916. 

Since  the  date  of  the  last  report  the  Trustees  have  lost  an 
honored  associate  through  the  death,  on  May  13,  1916,  of 
Mr.  Bryan  Lathrop,  who  had  rendered  services  of  great  value  to 
the  institution  during  the  twenty  years  of  his  connection  with  it. 
Elsewhere  in  this  report  there  will  be  found  the  Memorial  Reso- 
lution adopted  by  the  Board  and  recorded  in  the  minutes  of  its 
proceedings. 

On  January  17,  1916,  Mr.  Moses  J.  Wentworth,  who  had 
served  as  a  Trustee  since  June  3,  1901,  resigned  on  account  of 
ill  health. 

The  vacancies  thus  created  have  been  filled  by  the  election 
of  Mr.  John  W.  Scott,  on  May  1,  1916,  and  Mr.  Albert  H. 
Wetten,  on  December  5,  1916. 

The  Annual  Report  of  the  Librarian,  appended  hereto,  con- 
tains the  statistics  of  the  Library  for  the  past  year,  including 
those  of  general  administration,  accessions,  attendance,  etc., 
together  with  the  names  of  donors  and  the  number  of  their 
respective  gifts.  It  shows  that  the  Library  continues  to  perform 
services  of  a  high  educational  value  to  the  general  public  and  to 
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provide  resources  of  increasing  importance  to  the  scholar  and 
investigator.  In  addition  to  the  acknowledgments  which  have 
been  officially  made  to  the  several  donors  to  the  Library,  the 
Trustees  desire,  in  this  report,  to  express  their  appreciation  of 
the  thoughtfulness  that  has  been  of  such  benefit  to  this  institu- 
tion. 

The  number  of  books  added  to  the  Library  during  19 16  was 
much  larger  than  in  1915,  but  because  of  circumstances  and 
difficulties  arising  from  the  present  War,  extensive  buying  in  the 
Continental  book  market  is  still  not  possible. 

A  statement  of  the  assets  of  The  Newberry  Library  on 
December  31,  19 16,  with  the  real  estate;  also  the  expenditure 
for  books,  pamphlets,  maps,  and  fittings  of  the  Library,  from  its 
foundation  to  date,  will  be  found  as  an  appendix  to  this  report. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Edward  L.  Ryerson,  President 
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BRYAN  LATHROP 

1844-1916 

Bryan  Lathrop  became  a  member  of  this  Board  in  the  year 
1896.  To  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  Trustee  he  brought 
qualifications  of  the  highest  order.  His  experience  in  real  estate 
made  his  judgment  and  advice  in  managing  the  investments  and 
the  finances  of  the  corporation  of  special  value.  His  wide  read- 
ing and  culture  gave  weight  to  his  views  with  regard  to  the 
different  lines  of  development  of  the  Library.  His  high  appre- 
ciation of  faithful  and  intelligent  service  and  his  willingness  to 
give  such  services  adequate  recognition  and  compensation  were 
very  helpful  in  building  up  and  maintaining  an  efficient  organi- 
zation. He  was  ever  alert  and  active  in  his  attention  to  every 
department  of  the  work  of  the  Trustees  and  of  the  corporation. 
His  interest  was  unflagging,  and  nothing  that  might  affect  the 
welfare  of  the  Library  was  indifferent  to  him.  He  was  a  man  of 
positive  opinions,  firmly  held,  which  acquired  additional  weight 
from  the  uniform  courtesy  with  which  they  were  presented.  His 
associates  here  will  miss  his  wise  counsel,  but  not  more  than  they 
will  miss  his  genial,  kindly  presence. 

Mr.  Lathrop's  work  as  a  Trustee  of  The  Newberry  Library  was 
but  a  small  part  of  his  public  service.  For  many  years  before 
his  death  he  gave  more  time,  labor,  and  thought  to  public  service 
than  to  his  private  interests.  Notably  in  his  connection  with 
Lincoln  Park,  the  Art  Institute,  and  the  Chicago  Symphony  Or- 
chestra, Mr.  Lathrop's  work  will  be  of  permanent  and  enduring 
value  to  the  people  of  Chicago.  His  last  efforts  were  devoted  to 
the  cause  of  humanity,  in  bringing  aid  and  succor  to  the  helpless 
sufferers  in  war-stricken  lands.  His  works  will  live  after  him, 
and  his  memory  will  ever  be  an  inspiration  to  unselfish  public 
service. 

November  6,  1916. 
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DIVISIONAL  ORGANIZATION  OF  THE  LIBRARY 

STAFF 

I.  General  Administration 

The  Librarian 

Miss  R.  M.  Simms,  A.B.,  Secretary  to  the  Librarian 

II.  Book  Selection,  Bibliography,  and  Acquisition 

A.  H.  Shearer,  Ph.D.,  Head  of  Department 
Miss  M.  Westgate 

III.  Accessions,  Classification,  Binding,  and  Statistics 

W.  S.  Merrill,  A.B.,  Head  of  Department 
C.  J.  H.  Martin  Miss  I.  M.  Heffernan 

N.  Marklund*  Victor  Gruenberg,  Page 

Miss  J.  L.  Burt 

IV.  Author  Catalogue  Division 

L.  R.  Blanchard,  B.A.,  B.L.S.,  Head  of  Department 
Miss  F.  A.  Xoyes,  A.B.  Miss  H.  A.  Fowler,  B.L. 

Miss  M.  I.  Stearns  Miss  G.  Gunderson,  Ph.B. 

Miss  R.  Balch 

V.  Recataloguing  Division 

L.  R.  Blanchard,  B.A.,  B.L.S.,  Head  of  Department 
Mrs.  C.  K.  Mackey  Miss  A.  M.  Baker,  B.L.S. 

Miss  L.  Tarnow  Miss  E.  Skourup,  Ph.B. 

Miss  M.  I.  Brokaw,  A.B.  Miss  M.  M.  Leute 

Miss  H.  Hinman,  Ph.B.  Herman  J.  Kilberg,  Page 

VI.  Public  Service  (Reference)  Division 

G.  M.  W.  Teyen,  Ph.B.,  Head  of  Department 

A.  C.  de  Coppons,  B.A.f  A.  J.  Gerdin 

Miss  C.  D.  Durkee  L.  E.  Gray 

Mrs.  H.  Taylor  C.  Howes 

Miss  M.  L.  Watson  Robert  Lingel 

Pierce  Butler,  Ph.D.  Alfred  Lauer^Page 
H.  L.  Youngren 

*  Temporarily  assigned  from  the  Reference  Division, 
t  Also  in  charge  of  and  maintains  current  Serial  Record. 
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THE  EDWARD  E.  AYER  COLLECTION 
Miss  Clara  A.  Smith 

VII.  Bindery 

J.  Schonenberger,  Head 

VIII.  Care  and  Protection  of  Building 
I.  Soderstrom,  Head 
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REPORT  OF  THE  LIBRARIAN 

To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  The  Newberry  Library: 

Gentlemen:  Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  the  thirtieth  annual 
report  of  the  Librarian  and  the  eighth  which  it  has  been  my 
especial  privilege  to  make. 

As  the  operations  and  activities  of  the  Library  become  more 
and  more  systematically  grouped,  and  its  technical  processes 
more  standardized  and  uniform,  the  description  of  them  in  these 
annual  summaries  inevitably  tends  to  become  stereotyped  in 
form,  limited  in  vocabulary,  and  monotonously  iterative  in 
phrasing.  The  scanty  available  store  of  approved  words  and 
phrases  forbids  color  and  variety  of  expression,  and  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  principal  subject-matter  are  associated  with  a  strong 
tendency  toward  that  style  of  composition  aptly  named  "  jargon" 
by  a  recent  writer.1  With  a  full  awareness  of  these  restrictions 
and  limitations  the  following  pages  are  offered  as  a  comprehen- 
sive and,  it  is  hoped,  a  comprehensible  account  of  the  progress 
and  work  of  the  Library  during  the  year  1916.  The  statistics 
given  are  taken  from  the  official  records  kept  by  the  several 
heads  of  departments  and  responsible  assistants. 

BOOK   SELECTION  AND   ACQUISITION 

Under  the  general  instructions  or  specific  direction  of  the 
Committee  on  Books,  12,169  titles  have  been  investigated  and 
passed  upon,  an  increase  of  2,139  over  last  year.  The  biblio- 
graphical and  clerical  work  involved  in  this  investigation  has  the 
following  direct  objects:  (1)  to  learn  whether  or  not  a  given 
title  or  edition  is  already  in  the  Library;  (2)  if  it  is  not  in  the 
Library,  to  ascertain  from  authoritative  bibliographical  and 
other  sources  whether  its  importance  is  such  as  to  justify  its 
acquisition;    (3)   if  found  desirable  for  acquisition,   to  list  it 

1  On  the  Art  of  Writing.    By  Sir  Arthur  Quiller-Couch. 
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accurately  under  author,  title,  date  and  place  of  publication, 
and  submit  it  to  the  Committee  on  Books  for  final  consideration 
before  ordering.  Of  the  12,169  titles  investigated,  3,297,  or  27 
per  cent,  were  listed  and  approved  for  purchase,  an  increase  of 
4  per  cent  over  last  year. 

Among  the  sources  systematically  worked  at  during  1916 
were:  the  Cambridge  History  of  English  Literature,  v.  9,  12;  The 
American  Nation,  edited  by  Albert  Bushnell  Hart;  Larned's 
Literature  of  American  History;  Chambers  and  Sedgwick's  Early 
English  Lyrics;  Princeton  University  Library's  Check  List  of 
Collections  on  the  English  Drama;  and  Richard  Copley  Christie's 
essay  on  Biographical  Dictionaries.  In  checking  and  evaluating 
the  selected  titles,  the  assistants  engaged  in  this  work  naturally 
consulted  scores  of  other  special  bibliographies,  monographs,  and 
biographies  whose  compilers  have  tested  and  found  such  titles 
to  be  source  material  of  permanent  value  and  utility. 

Dealers'  catalogues  have  been  read  assiduously  and  checked 
by  Messrs.  Martin,  Carpenter,  and  McLaughlin  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Books.  Besides  general  suggestions  and  recommenda- 
tions, they  have  specifically  recommended  1,096  titles.  In  all, 
7,113  titles  found  in  dealers'  catalogues  were  investigated.  For 
extremely  helpful  advice  in  determining  the  critical  or  text 
values  of  various  works  in  their  special  fields,  the  Library  is 
indebted  to  Professors  Brown  and  Crane  of  Northwestern  Uni- 
versity, and  to  Professors  Manly,  Nitze,  and  Boynton  of  the 
University  of  Chicago. 

The  3,297  titles  selected  represent  an  increase  of  1,130  over 
191 5.  They  were  submitted  to  the  Committee  weekly  through- 
out the  year  in  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one  type- 
written lists.     All  have  been  duly  ordered. 

Of  2,647  titles  ordered  during  1916,  only  1,720,  or  65  per  cent, 
had  been  received  at  the  close  of  the  year.  Out  of  sixty-one 
titles  on  which  bids  were  sent  to  English  book  auctions,  only 
nine,  or  15  per  cent,  were  secured.  The  books  were  extremely 
rare  and  sold  at  prices  beyond  the  reach  of  public  institutions. 
Out  of  thirty-eight  bids  placed  in  American  auctions,  thirty,  or 
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79  per  cent,  were  successful.  Generally  speaking,  the  titles 
selected  from  special  bibliographies,  such  as  those  in  the  Cam- 
bridge History  of  English  Literature,  etc.,  require  far  more  pre- 
liminary investigation  and  present  more  difficulties  in  establishing 
exact  identification  than  those  taken  from  any  other  source.  It 
is,  too,  extremely  difficult  to  estimate  their  probable  cost,  as  rela- 
tively few  of  those  desired  are  found  in  Book  Prices  Current  and 
other  price  records.  Of  192  such  titles  listed  and  quotations  on 
them  asked  from  dealers,  only  15  were  received.  This  is  an 
extremely  low  percentage  in  view  of  the  very  large  amount  of 
time  and  labor  spent  upon  their  selection.  An  extended  accu- 
mulation of  such  unfilled  orders  may  create  a  situation  calling 
for  special  treatment  in  the  near  future.  With  the  titles  selected 
from  dealers'  catalogues,  more  satisfactory  results  have  been 
obtained.  Of  250  titles  ordered  from  English  second-hand  cata- 
logues, 149,  or  60  per  cent,  have  come  in.  Of  1,068  ordered  from 
American  dealers,  623,  or  59  per  cent,  have  been  received.  Cur- 
rent and  recent  publications  arrive  promptly.  Of  557  orders  for 
new  books,  495,  or  88  per  cent,  have  been  received.  Those  not 
yet  in  probably  need  only  a  little  '"follow-up"  treatment. 

The  subjects  represented  in  the  year's  acquisitions  embrace 
all  the  specialties  the  Library  is  attempting  to  develop  actively 
and  intensively.  The  following  summary  shows  the  number  of 
volumes  acquired  in  the  chief  of  them:  General  Americana,  165; 
American  local  history,  65;  American  Revolution,  political  and 
military,  117;  War  of  1812,  36;  Mexican  War,  25;  the  Civil 
War,  176;  Slavery,  120;  The  South,  political,  local,  and  church 
history,  social  conditions,  biography,  235;  Official  Publications 
of  American  State  Constitutional  Conventions,  151;  Publica- 
tions of  American  Historical  Societies,  206;  Historical  periodi- 
cals, American  and  British,  115;  General  periodicals,  American 
and  British,  chiefly  those  of  older  date  and  no  longer  published, 
277;  English  Literature,  chiefly  that  before  1800,  538;  Celtic 
languages  and  literatures,  56;  Biography,  general  and  special, 
102.  New  or  recent  publications  on  all  subjects  within  the 
special  scope  of  the  Library,  including  Music,  the  Fine  Arts, 

17 


Philosophy,  Religion,  etc.,  have  been  acquired  currently  through- 
out the  year. 

Particular  mention  may  be  made  of  a  few  purchases  of  uncom- 
mon interest  and  importance  to  students.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  in  the  autumn  of  1914  the  Trustees  of  the  British  Museum 
graciously  permitted  us  to  have  a  facsimile  reproduction  made  of 
the  famous  collection  of  manuscript  material  known  to  all  stu- 
dents of  English  Literature  as  Joseph  Hunter's  Chorus  Vatum 
Anglicanorum.  The  original  manuscript  work  is  in  six  quarto 
volumes  containing  about  3,500  pages  of  text.  Its  subject- 
matter  consists  of  bibliographical,  biographical,  literary,  and  his- 
torical notes  and  data  relating  to  English  writers,  chiefly  poets, 
who  "lived  from  the  beginning  of  Letters  as  it  is  considered  in 

England   to    the   close   of   the    17th   century There   is 

scarcely  an  Article  through  the  whole  work  in  which  there  is  not 
something  that  is  additional  to  what  is  to  be  found  in  the  printed 
Literature  of  England."  The  reproduction  made  for  the  Library 
was  done  by  the  so-called  "rotary  bromide  process"  and  corre- 
sponds exactly  in  size  to  the  original.  The  total  of  3,500  pages 
to  be  reproduced  will  be  bound  up  in  twelve  quarto  volumes. 
Seven  of  these  have  been  received,  carrying  the  reproduction  to 
the  middle  of  Vol.  IV  of  the  original  text.  The  remaining  five 
volumes  are  expected  during  191 7.  The  Library  has  thus 
acquired  an  exact  facsimile  of  a  body  of  source  material  of  prime 
importance  to  all  scholars  whose  studies  are  in  any  way  con- 
cerned with  the  history  of  English  Literature  in  the  sixteenth 
and  seventeenth  centuries.  There  is  not  the  slightest  present 
prospect  that  the  original  text  will  ever  be  printed,  either  as  a 
commercial  undertaking  or  otherwise.  This  facsimile  therefore 
adds  greatly  to  the  increasing  strength  of  the  Library  in  original 
sources  for  the  study  and  investigation  of  English  Literature 
prior  to  1700.  Its  presence  here  should  prove  of  lasting  service 
to  English  scholarship  throughout  the  region  of  which  Chicago 
is  the  geographical  center.1 

1  A  more  extended  account  of  the  Chorus  Vatum  and  of  the  measures  taken 
to  secure  its  reproduction  was  given  in  a  paper  read  by  the  Librarian  before  the 
Bibliographical  Society  of  America  at  its  meeting  in  Chicago,  December  28,  1016. 
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A  set  of  facsimiles,  made  by  the  photostat  process,  of  a 
remarkable  series  of  Massachusetts  Almanacs  printed  between 
1646  and  1700,  was  purchased  from  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society,  under  whose  direction  and  sponsorship  they  were  issued. 
Only  ten  sets  in  all  were  printed.  Many,  if  not  most,  of  the 
originals  of  these  Almanacs  exist  today  only  in  unique  copies  in 
private  collections  and  the  older  university  and  historical  society 
libraries  of  the  East.  No  one  library  possesses  a  complete  collec- 
tion. The  originals  of  the  sixty-four  reproduced  by  the  American 
Antiquarian  Society  are  scattered  in  at  least  eight  different  pub- 
lic and  private  libraries.  Dr.  Charles  L.  Nichols,  of  Worcester, 
Massachusetts,  to  whose  long  studies  and  enthusiastic  efforts 
the  publication  of  the  above  series  is  largely  due,  describes 
them  as  a  perfect  reflection  from  year  to  year  of  the  various 
phases  of  thought  current  among  the  people  who  made  them  and 
for  whom  they  were  made.  "We  can  read  in  them  the  earliest 
changes  which  took  place  in  scientific  and  astronomical  develop- 
ment, and  we  can  note  the  varying  demand  for  literary  enter- 
tainment which  characterized  the  age  in  which  the  almanac  was 
produced."  "A  most  valuable  mine  of  information  contained 
in  them  lies  in  the  study  of  the  almanacs  as  a  source  of  typo- 
graphical history.  When  in  the  future  a  history  of  typography 
is  written,  it  is  to  these  books  that  the  writer  must  turn  for  exact 
information  on  this  subject."1 

From  the  Department  of  Historical  Research  of  the  Carnegie 
Institution  of  Washington,  D.C.,  we  secured  a  valuable  set  of 
photographs  of  Despatches  of  Spanish  Governors  of  Louisiana, 
1766-1792.  The  originals  of  these  important  manuscripts  are 
in  the  Archives  of  the  Indies,  at  Seville,  Spain,  together  with 
other  vast  stores  of  historical  papers  relating  to  America.  The 
Department  of  Historical  Research,  availing  itself  of  Professor 
Roscoe  R.  Hill's  work  in  examining  these  Archives,  decided  to 
make  ten  sets  of  the  important  series  of  official  civil  dispatches 
from   the   Spanish    Governor   of   Louisiana   to   his   immediate 

1  Cf.  Dr.  Nichols'  monograph  and  bibliography  in  American  Antiquarian 
Society  Proceedings,  22:15-134.     1912. 
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superior,  the  Captain-General  of  Cuba.  The  collection  begins 
with  a  dispatch  from  Ulloa  in  1766,  and  extends  to  the  arrival 
of  Carondelet  early  in  1792.  "They  form  the  backbone  of  the 
history  of  Louisiana,  West  Florida,  and  the  whole  Mississippi 
Valley,  between  the  dates  named,  and  have  also  great  value  for 
the  history  of  adjacent  regions,  now  likewise  embraced  in  the 
territory  of  the  United  States."1  The  collection  numbers  2,989 
photographs,  each  measuring  9^  by  7  inches  and  showing  the 
pages  of  the  originals  at  about  the  size  of  8  by  5^  inches. 

The  transcribing  of  original  documents  relating  to  America 
in  the  Archives  at  Seville  which  has  been  carried  on  for  the  Ayer 
Collection  during  the  past  three  years  was  continued.  This  body 
of  transcripts  now  comprises  over  23,000  pages,  folio  and  quarto. 
They  deal  with  affairs  in  California,  Arizona,  New  Mexico,  Texas, 
and,  to  a  less  extent,  the  West  Indies  and  Philippine  Islands.  They 
also  describe  the  relations  of  the  former  Spanish  colonies  with  the 
neighboring  English  and  French  colonies,  particularly  with  the  be- 
ginnings of  those  among  the  latter  colonies  which  were  considered 
to  be  infringing  upon  Spanish  territory.  Further,  they  contain 
valuable  data  concerning  the  American  Revolution,  as  the  Span- 
ish governors  of  Louisiana  and  Cuba  and  the  Spanish  envoys  at 
Philadelphia  kept  the  home  government  very  fully  informed  upon 
American  affairs.  With  respect  to  the  transcripts  of  documents 
relating  to  the  exploration,  conquest,  and  settlement  of  New 
Mexico,  Professor  Bolton,  of  the  University  of  California,  a  lead- 
ing authority  on  Spanish-American  history,  is  reported  to  have 
said  that  the  new  facts  which  they  reveal  will  necessitate  the 
entire  rewriting  of  the  history  of  the  Southwest.  The  tran- 
scripts relating  to  the  history  of  Florida  are  also  of  the  first 
importance  as  historical  material.  It  has  been  said  that  there 
is  perhaps  no  portion  of  the  United  States  of  whose  early  history 
so  little  is  known  as  that  of  Florida. 

The  one  very  notable  gift  of  the  year  came  from  the  Most 
Reverend  Francisco  Plancarte,  Archbishop  of  Linares,  Mexico. 

1  Statement  from  the  Department  of  Historical  Research,  Carnegie  Institution 
of  Washington. 
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He  presented  a  copy  of  the  famous  Graduale  dominicale,  the  first 
choir  book  printed  in  North  America,  a  book  of  which  it  is  said 
only  four  copies  are  now  extant.1     Its  full  title  runs  as  follows: 

Graduale  dominicale.  Secundum  normam  missalis  noui:  ex  decreto 
Sancti  Concilij  Triden,  nunc  denuo,  ex  industria,  studio  labore  admodum 
Reuerendi  Bachalaurei  Joannis  Hernandez,  excusum,  in  numeris  mendis  et 
superfluitatibus  quibus  scaturiebat  notularum  cantus  repurgatum.  Super 
additis  et  de  nouo  compositis  per  eundem  Bachalaurem,  turn  introitibus 
officij,  turn  gradualibus,  alleluia,  tractibus  demum  offertorijs  et  commu- 
nionibus  quorum  antea  non  fuerat  vsus.     Mex.  [1576] 

The  following  extracts  from  the  generous  and  kindly  letter 
of  the  Archbishop,  which  accompanied  the  volume,  give  some 
interesting  facts  as  its  recent  history: 

"This  Graduale  dominicale  is  a  copy  of  the  first  choir  song 
printed  in  Mexico  and  in  America.  Of  this  edition  there  are  but 
four  copies  in  the  world;  but  this  one  has  some  peculiarities, 
which  make  it  different  from  the  others.  It  was  found  among 
the  ruins  of  an  Indian  Church  after  its  destruction  and  pillage 
by  the  soldiers  of  the  Mexican  Government  under  President 
Madero  in  the  year  1913  in  their  attacks  against  the  Zapatistas. 
The  Indians  to  whom  it  belonged  presented  it  to  me  as  a  gift. 

"It  was  a  second  time  saved  from  destruction  carried  on  by 
the  Carrancistas,  who  made  another  attack  upon  Monterey, 
Nuevo  Leon,  under  the  command  of  Antonio  T.  Villareal.  In 
this  pillage  my  private  library  was  robbed  in  which  there  were 
many  precious  books  and  manuscripts  of  the  ancient  history  of 
Mexico  and  Indian  languages:  but  this  book  was  overlooked 
because  of  its  worthless  appearance  and  somebody  who  knew 
my  esteem  of  it  kept  it  for  me. 

"Fearing  now  of  another  danger  in  which  it  may,  perhaps, 
be  destroyed,  I  preferred  to  offer  it,  as  I  do,  to  The  Newberry 
Library  of  Chicago,  as  a  token  of  my  gratitude  and  appreciation 
of  the  kindness  in  receiving  and  attending  me  during  my  exile 

1  An  interesting  article  by  Mr.  George  H.  Sargent,  describing  the  Newberry 
Library  copy  and  illustrated  with  reproductions  of  its  title-page  and  colophon, 
appeared  in  the  Boston  Evening  Transcript,  December  13,  1916. 
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from  Mexico.  The  wealth  of  this  Library  in  Mexican  books 
afforded  me  the  way  for  spending  the  sad  time  of  my  exile  from 
my  diocese." 

De  Paul  University,  Chicago,  III. 
October  12,  1916 

The  Archbishop  has  been  an  almost  daily  visitor  to  the 
Library  during  the  past  year,  gathering  materials  for  a  history  of 
Mexico  which  he  has  been  commissioned  to  write. 

PUBLIC   SERVICE   AND   USE 

Absolute  statistics  and  quantitative  standards  give  no  true 
measure  of  the  usefulness  of  a  reference  library  to  its  community 
and  to  the  larger  world  of  learning  and  scholarship.  It  is  impos- 
sible to  estimate  statistically  the  true  value  and  positive  influence 
of  institutions  like  libraries,  art  galleries,  symphony  orchestras, 
natural-history  museums,  and  scientific  laboratories.  Some 
years  ago  the  Library  of  Congress  found  that  its  annual  statistics 
of  attendance,  use  of  books,  etc.,  were  so  misleading  and  so 
unrepresentative  of  the  actual  work  the  Library  was  doing  that 
it  ceased  to  publish  the  figures.  The  special  reference  library 
should  be  tested,  not  by  the  number,  but  by  the  importance  and 
seriousness  of  the  inquiries  it  answers;  by  the  degree  of  expert 
aid  it  gives  to  purposeful  investigators,  by  the  permanent  value 
of  the  material  it  acquires,  and  by  the  means  it  takes  to  make  its 
resources  known  to  those  most  needing  them. 

The  larger  part  of  a  reference  collection  devoted  mainly  to 
the  Humanities  is  professionally  necessary  to  but  a  limited  num- 
ber of  persons  in  any  community.  The  Newberry  Library  makes 
direct  appeal  mainly  to  university  professors,  teachers,  the 
clergy,  musicians,  professional  writers,  journalists  to  a  slight 
extent,  and  in  varying  degree  to  the  students  in  the  local  uni- 
versities, theological  seminaries,  and  high  schools.  But  many 
of  these,  and  a  large  number  of  other  people,  come  to  us  only 
after  they  have  exhausted  resources  and  facilities  elsewhere ;  they 
appear  to  treat  us  as  a  court  of  last  resort.     To  us  are  brought 
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hundreds  of  questions  which  bear  on  obscure,  unusual,  or  out- 
of-the-way  topics,  even  on  subjects  clearly  outside  our  special 
scope.  It  is  the  rare  book  that  is  asked  for  here,  or  one  which 
other  libraries  in  the  city  consider  too  expensive  to  purchase. 
There  seems  to  be  a  general  expectation  that  such  things  will  of 
course  be  found  in  The  Newberry  Library.  When  this  Library 
is  the  only  one  which  makes  a  specialty  of  a  given  subject  (e.g., 
American  Family  History),  we  probably  get  most  of  the  readers 
who  are  interested  or  who  can  find  time  to  visit  the  building. 
Applying,  therefore,  not  a  quantitative,  but  a  qualitative, 
test  to  the  public  service  rendered  during  the  past  year,  there  is 
ample  evidence  that  the  record  has  been  a  gratifying  one.  It 
would  be  pleasant  to  mention  the  names  of  the  many  scholars  of 
national  and  even  international  repute  who  made  extended  and 
profitable  use  of  the  Library  during  the  year,  but  such  a  course 
is  neither  feasible  nor  customary.  The  names,  however,  of  some 
of  the  institutions  and  societies  they  represented  and  the  sub- 
jects of  their  study  and  research  wall  give  partial  indication  of 
the  varied  services  rendered.  Constant  use  of  the  Library7  has 
been  made  by  members  of  the  faculties  and  students  of  the 
University  of  Chicago,  Northwestern  University,  Lake  Forest 
University,  the  McCormick  Theological  Seminary,  the  Western 
Theological  Seminary,  the  Chicago  Normal  College,  the  High 
Schools  of  the  North  Side,  and  members  of  the  scientific  staff 
of  the  Field  Museum.  From  outside  the  city,  the  following  insti- 
tutions have  been  represented:  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology  of 
Washington,  D.C.;  the  Interstate  Commerce  Commission, 
Washington,  D.C.;  the  University  of  Michigan;  the  University 
of  Illinois;  the  University  of  Wisconsin;  Transylvania  Univer- 
sity, Kentucky;  Washington  University,  St.  Louis,  Missouri; 
the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society;  the  American  Antiquarian 
Society  of  Worcester,  Massachusetts;  the  University  of  Colo- 
rado; Colorado  Normal  College;  the  University  of  California. 
Hawaii,  Japan,  and  China  were  represented  by  librarians  or 
others  studying  our  technical  procedure  and  methods  of  classifi- 
cation and  arrangement. 
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The  collection  of  contemporary  pamphlets  on  the  American 
Revolution  was  made  the  subject  of  special  study  and  examina- 
tion in  two  seminar  courses:  one  conducted  by  Professor 
McLaughlin  of  the  University  of  Chicago,  the  other  by  Dr.  A.  H. 
Shearer  for  students  in  the  history  department  of  Northwestern 
University.  Students  in  one  of  Professor  Nitze's  seminar  courses 
made  considerable  use  of  certain  texts  in  the  collections  relating 
to  the  Romance  languages  and  literatures.  The  Celtic  collec- 
tions were  heavily  drawn  on  by  a  scholar  of  international  repu- 
tation during  a  stay  of  several  months  in  Chicago,  and  frequent 
use  was  also  made  of  them  by  the  little  group  of  local  specialists 
in  this  fascinating  field  of  inquiry.  The  following  brief  list  of 
subjects  in  which  more  or  less  extended  investigations  were  con- 
ducted by  serious  students  shows  something  of  the  nature  of  the 
demands  made  upon  our  resources:  (i)  China  before  2800  B.C.; 
(2)  Roman  law;  (3)  Sumptuary  laws;  (4)  Laws  relating  to  transfer 
of  real  estate  in  Michigan;  (5)  History  of  diplomatic  relations 
between  China  and  the  United  States;  (6)  Japanese  diplo- 
macy and  foreign  relations,  with  particular  reference  to  the 
relations  between  the  United  States  and  Japan;  (7)  the  Labor 
question  in  Illinois  and  the  Northwest  since  1878;  (8)  the 
French  in  Illinois;  (9)  Spanish  influence  in  the  West  during  the 
American  Revolution;  (10)  German  settlements  in  Colorado; 
(n)  History  of  the  Granger  movement;  (12)  the  Militia  in  the 
American  colonies  up  to  1763;  (13)  Founding  of  the  Republican 
party;  (14)  Smuggling  between  New  England  and  the  West 
Indies;  (15)  Social  conditions  at  the  University  of  Oxford  in 
the  15th  century;  (16)  Purveyance  in  the  16th  century; 
(17)  Financing  of  English  exploring  expeditions  in  the  15th  and 
1 6th  centuries;  (18)  Local  financing  of  opposition  to  the  Spanish 
Armada;  (19)  Relations  of  England  with  the  West  Indies  in  the 
1 6th  century;  (20)  British  colonial  policy;  (21)  Relations  of 
English  rulers  with  the  native  rulers  of  India  prior  to  1700; 
(22)  Chartism  and  the  Chartists;  (23)  Government  of  the  Danish 
West  Indies;  (24)  Middle  English  philology;  (25)  Development 
of  the  English  essay;   (26)  Comparative  folklore  of  the  English 
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counties;  (27)  Life  and  work  of  the  German  poet  Minding; 
(28)  Life  and  writings  of  Rafinesque;  (29)  History  of  the  stage 
in  Chicago;  (30)  History  of  the  Chicago  Board  of  Trade;  (31) 
American  literature  of  the  Colonial  period;  (32)  Taxation  of 
land  value;  a  study  of  certain  discriminatory  taxes  on  land.1 

The  services  rendered  by  the  reference  assistants  naturally 
vary  in  kind  and  degree  according  to  the  knowledge  and  educa- 
tion of  the  persons  seeking  assistance  and  to  the  latter's  ability 
and  competence  to  use  the  materials  supplied  them.  Seven  out 
of  ten  inquirers  do  not  know  in  what  books  the  information  they 
seek  is  to  be  found.  They  merely  state  the  subject  of  their 
inquiry  and  describe  more  or  less  clearly  the  facts  they  are  in 
search  of  or  which  they  wish  to  prove  or  disprove.  Upon  the 
assistants  falls  the  task  of  ascertaining  in  what  books  the  neces- 
sary data  may  be  found  and  how  many  of  them  are  in  the  Library. 
In  hundreds  of  instances  this  has  to  be  followed  by  showing  the 
reader  how  to  use  the  books  found  for  him  or  for  her.  If  the 
desired  information  is  found  only  in  a  book  in  a  foreign  language., 
the  assistant  may  have  to  translate  for  the  reader.  Our  present 
staff  includes  assistants  competent  to  read,  digest,  and  make 
available  books  and  data  in  fourteen  of  the  principal  ancient  and 
modern  languages.  Other  functions  of  the  reference  staff 
resemble  those  of  the  teaching  profession.  Dr.  Richardson,  of 
the  Princeton  University  Library,  truly  says:  "A  list  of  the 
questions  put  to  the  reference  librarian  in  the  course  of  the  day 
is  one  of  the  most  suggestive  exhibitions  of  the  inquiring  human 
mind  in  the  world.  In  the  execution  of  this  task,  the  reference 
librarian  is  proceeding  in  the  tutorial  method.  It  almost  invari- 
ably proceeds  by  fruitful  question  and  answer,  and  results  in 
instruction  in  the  method  of  research,  as  well  as  in  the  securing 
of  the  particular  result." 

Attendance. — The  Library  has  been  open  308  days.  The 
total  number  of  readers  was  63,189,  of  whom  45,231  were  men 
and  17,958  were  women.  The  average  daily  attendance  was 
205;   the  largest  was  361  on  March  n;   the  smallest  was  81 

1  The  results  of  this  investigation  have  recently  appeared  in  published  form. 
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on  December  23.    There  were  42,287  readers  during  the  daytime 
hours,  and  18,902  readers  during  the  evening  period. 

Use  of  books. — The  recorded  number  of  books,  pamphlets, 
manuscripts,  etc.,  specifically  called  for  by  readers  or  directly 
issued  to  them  in  the  course  of  supplying  desired  information  or 
material  was  112,111.  Of  these,  83,857  were  used  during  the 
day  and  28,254  during  the  evening  hours.  The  daily  average  of 
books  used  was  364;  the  largest  number  issued  on  any  one  day 
was  667  on  April  8;   the  smallest  was  130  on  December  23. 

Mail  and  telephone  inquiries. — No  formal  statistics  are  kept 
of  the  information  given  over  the  telephone,  nor  of  the  letters 
written  in  response  to  requests  for  literary  and  historical  data 
from  persons  at  a  distance.  Over  2,200  calls  came  in  over  the 
public  telephone  and  at  least  half  as  many  over  the  office  tele- 
phones. Over  300  official  letters  were  sent  out  from  the 
Librarian's  office  containing  carefully  drafted  information  which 
had  been  looked  up  by  the  reference  assistants.  Both  these 
forms  of  public  service  form  a  part  of  our  daily  routine,  and  must 
be  given  full  weight  in  estimating  the  usefulness  of  the  Library 
to  the  community. 

Inter-library  loans. — We  received  fifty  applications  asking  for 
the  loan  of  a  total  of  eighty-two  volumes.  These  requests  came 
from  California,  Illinois,  Indiana,  Iowa,  Kansas,  Massachusetts, 
Michigan,  Minnesota,  Missouri,  Montana,  New  York,  North 
Dakota,  Ohio,  Oklahoma,  Oregon,  Texas,  Utah,  and  Wisconsin. 
As  the  majority  were  for  books  which  our  particular  public  is 
constantly  calling  for  or  likely  to  want  at  any  moment,  we  were 
able  to  grant  but  very  few  of  the  applications.  Nineteen  vol- 
umes were  lent  to  the  following  institutions  or  societies :  Univer- 
sity of  Illinois,  three;  Public  Library,  Muscatine,  Iowa,  one; 
Wisconsin  State  Department  of  Agriculture,  one ;  the  John  Crerar 
Library,  eight;  the  Caxton  Club,  one;  the  Chicago  Symphony 
Orchestra,  four;  the  Office  of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion, one. 

For  the  use  of  an  investigator  working  in  the  Ayer  Collection, 
one  volume  was  borrowed  from  the  Library  of  Congress. 
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Applications  for  copies  and  transcripts  of  material  in  our  col- 
lections showed  a  decided  increase  during  the  year.  Among 
others,  permission  was  granted  to  the  Bureau  of  Ethnology  of 
Washington  to  have  five  hundred  pages  of  manuscripts  in  the 
Aver  Collection'  reproduced  by  the  photostat  process;  to  the 
University  of  California  to  have  copies  made  of  some  of  the 
Ayer  transcripts  from  the  Spanish  archives;  and  to  the  Wiscon- 
sin Historical  Society  to  have  a  copy  made  of  the  "Memoire 
concernant  le  pay  de  Illinois''  (1721)  by  the  Sieur  De  Gannes, 
another  manuscript  in  the  Ayer  Collection. 

Exhibition  of  Shakespeareana. — In  common  with  the  majority 
of  public  institutions  in  this  country,  we  prepared  an  exhibition 
designed  to  commemorate  the  Three  Hundredth  Anniversary  of 
the  Death  of  Shakespeare.  Our  display  of  material  was  intended 
for  the  serious  student  of  English  literature  rather  than  for  the 
casual  visitor  or  those  unfamiliar  with  English  history  and  litera- 
ture. The  exhibit  included  copies  of  many  famous  editions  of 
Shakespeare's  works,  including  original  copies  of  each  of  the  Four 
Folios;  a  representative  collection  of  English  and  other  books 
printed  during  his  lifetime,  most  of  them  being  known  sources 
whence  he  drew  various  facts,  incidents,  or  characters  "which, 
after  passing  through  the  crucible  of  his  mind,  were  transformed 
into  the  living  and  lasting  reality  which  we  find  enshrined  in  his 
immortal  works";  and  a  striking  selection  of  authentic  pictorial 
illustrations  of  famous  persons,  places,  buildings,  manners,  cus- 
toms, and  costumes  of  the  Elizabethan  period.1 

Publications. — The  only  publication  issued  during  the  year 
was  The  Annual  Report  of  the  Trustees  for  191 5.  50  pages,  8°. 
(750  copies.) 

TECHNICAL   WORK  AND   PROCESSES 

Under  this  heading  are  included  all  the  special  processes 
through  which  a  book  must  be  passed  before  it  may  properly  be 

1  An  appreciative  note  on  our  Exhibition  appeared  in  the  Times  Literary 
Supplement  (London)  of  December  8,  1016,  in  a  series  of  articles  recording  and 
describing  the  various  Tercentenary  Catalogues  and  Exhibitions  in  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States. 
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placed  on  the  shelves  ready  for  use  and  consultation.  It  com- 
prises all  the  operations  which  have  to  do  with  the  receiving, 
checking,  recording,  classifying,  cataloguing,  marking,  counting, 
and  binding  of  the  material  acquired  by  the  Library.  As  I  have 
pointed  out  in  previous  Reports,  the  quantitative  output  of  the 
divisions  of  the  service  engaged  in  this  work,  that  is,  the  actual 
number  of  books,  etc.,  passed  through  the  processes  above  is 
conditioned  absolutely  by  the  extent  to  which  any  of  the  follow- 
ing elements  are  operative:  (i)  Unusual  difficulty  in  determining 
exact  identity  of  author,  correct  bibliographical  description  of  a 
particular  edition,  or  the  most  appropriate  classification  of  a 
book.  These  difficulties  are  an  almost  constant  factor  in  the 
cataloguing  of  books  printed  prior  to  1800.  (2)  The  extent  to 
which  certain  "collective"  works  require  "analytical  entries"  in 
the  Author  and  Subject  Catalogues  in  order  to  avoid  possible 
duplication  of  purchases  as  well  as  to  reveal  the  resources  of  the 
Library  more  completely.  (3)  The  percentage  of  books  in 
foreign  languages.  (4)  The  extent  to  which  the  daily  work  of  a 
division  is  interrupted  or  halted  by  reason  of  illness,  leave  of 
absence,  vacations,  substitute  service  in  other  departments,  or 
resignations.  (5)  The  time  expended  in  instructing  untrained 
assistants  when  experienced  ones  cannot  be  secured.  For  the 
first  time  in  many  years  no  resignations  occurred  in  the  regular 
cataloguing  staff,  and  there  was  a  marked  diminution  in  the 
amount  of  illness.  Further,  owing  to  the  administrative  changes 
made  in  the  reorganization  of  the  Main  Reading  Room,  the  last 
six  months  of  the  year  saw  a  great  reduction  in  the  amount  of 
time  the  cataloguers  were  called  upon  to  give  as  substitutes  in 
the  reference  division. 

It  has  been  a  chief  concern  of  mine  to  abolish  all  demonstrably 
unnecessary  processes  and  duplications  of  records  or  work,  and 
during  the  past  five  years  considerable  progress  has  been  made 
in  this  direction.  I  have  especially  desired  at  least  to  modify 
a  once  prevalent  library  habit  of  regarding  every  piece  of  printed 
matter  as  a  long-lost  rarity  for  which  an  anxious  world  had  been 
waiting  for  centuries,  and  which  consequently  deserved  the  most 
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elaborate  recording  and  cataloguing  that  bibliographical  ingenu- 
ity could  lavish  upon  it.  With  the  co-operation  of  my  Heads  of 
Departments,  progress  has  also  been  made  in  achieving  this 
object.  During  the  past  year  the  positive  effects  of  certain 
abridged  methods  of  recording  various  classes  of  printed  material 
have  been  clearly  apparent.  One  gratifying  result  directly  due 
to  these  newly  adopted  practices  has  been  the  largely  increased 
number  of  volumes  shelved  and  made  available  for  immediate 
use  by  readers.  This  increase  amounted  to  3,455  volumes  and 
consisted  chiefly  of  useful  books  received  as  gifts  within  the  last 
four  years,  and  government  publications  issued  during  the  same 
period.  The  handling  of  this  material  was  done  almost  wholly 
by  the  Division  of  Accessions  and  Classification. 

The  maximum  number  of  processes  a  purchased  book  is  passed 
through  before  being  considered  fully  catalogued  is  now  fourteen, 
where  formerly  it  was  twenty.  I  believe  that  each  of  the  present 
fourteen  can  be  justified  as  fully  as  the  eighty  separate  processes 
said  to  be  required  in  making  a  three-inch  shrapnel  shell.  Other 
types  and  kinds  of  printed  matter  received  are  graded  and 
treated  according  to  their  present  interest,  value,  or  relevance 
to  the  needs  and  scope  of  this  particular  Library.  Thirteen 
categories  have  been  established,  and  the  number  of  records  and 
entries  made  for  the  books  falling  within  them  varies  from  four 
to  fourteen.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  cite  two  illustrations  of 
recent  changes  in  practice  which  have  resulted  in  a  larger  finished 
output  of  the  technical  divisions  of  the  library  service,  and  a 
shorter  period  of  time  between  the  date  of  the  receipt  and  the 
date  on  which  books  reach  the  shelves  ready  for  public  use. 

First:  all  unsolicited  gifts  are  examined  by  the  Librarian  and 
sorted  into  three  principal  groups.  The  first  group  consists  of 
books  whose  subject-matter,  importance,  and  value  would  justify 
their  purchase  if  the  Library  had  not  received  them  as  gifts. 
These  books  are  fully  and  completely  catalogued  when  conditions 
in  the  catalogue  divisions  permit.  The  second  group  comprises 
books,  pamphlets,  leaflets,  etc.,  which  have  an  immediate  interest 
and  utility  and  can  be  used  effectively  in  the  routine  service  of 
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the  public.  They  may  or  may  not  prove  to  have  permanent 
value:  if  they  do,  they  will  eventually  be  fully  catalogued;  if 
not,  they  will  be  discarded.  Meantime  they  receive  a  single 
brief  catalogue  entry,  a  class  number  is  penciled  on  them,  and 
they  are  sent  directly  to  the  Reference  Division  for  current  use. 
The  third  group  is  made  up  of  material  on  subjects  entirely  out- 
side the  scope  of  our  collections  or  clearly  worthless  from  our 
point  of  view.  The  books  in  this  group  are  either  returned  to 
their  donors  or  thrown  away.  I  do  not  feel  that  this  Library  is 
under  special  obligations  to  record  and  preserve  great  quantities 
of  the  "tremendous  tonnage  of  current  writing"  which  indi- 
viduals and  organizations  thrust  upon  it  for  purposes  wholly 
alien  to  those  of  the  Library. 

Second:  the  independent  cataloguing  and  classifying  of 
United  States  government  publications  has  been  discontinued. 
The  government's  official  check  list  of  its  publications  has  been 
made  to  serve  as  both  an  accession  and  a  cataloguing  record  of 
all  documents  received  since  January  i,  191 2.  The  system  of 
classification  devised  and  in  use  in  the  Office  of  the  Superintend- 
ent of  Documents  at  Washington  has  been  adopted  and  put 
into  practice  here.  During  19 16  a  total  of  1,006  volumes  of 
documents  have  been  treated  in  this  fashion,  and  numbered, 
labeled,  and  shelved  by  the  Division  of  Accessions  and  Classifi- 
cation. The  printed  Document  Catalogues  and  Indexes  published 
by  the  Government  will  be  shelved  in  the  Main  Reading  Room 
to  serve  as  official  guides  to  the  vast  mass  of  valuable  data  con- 
tained in  the  documents. 

As  the  statistical  details  of  the  technical  operations  are  fully 
set  forth  at  the  end  of  this  Report,  together  with  records  of  the 
growth  and  present  extent  of  the  Library  and  its  several  Cata- 
logues, the  following  paragraphs  deal  only  with  general  conditions 
or  the  broad  facts  of  a  given  situation. 

At  the  close  of  19 15  the  Author  Catalogue  Division  reported 
arrears  of  1,119  volumes  catalogued  but  awaiting  revision,  and 
151  volumes  uncatalogued.  A  third  reviser  was  engaged  for  a 
period  of  six  months,  and  the  arrears  in  revision  work  cleared  up. 
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On  December  31,  19 16,  there  were  reported  only  351  volumes 
catalogued  but  unrevised,  and  183  volumes  uncatalogued,  of 
which  latter,  however,  only  99  were  purchases.  Thus  the  cata- 
loguing of  current  accessions  is  well  in  hand.  Of  the  4,016  titles 
catalogued  by  this  division,  484,  or  12  per  cent,  were  in  foreign 
languages.  It  may  also  be  of  interest  to  note  that  17  per  cent 
were  books  printed  before  1820.  Their  distribution  by  cen- 
turies was  as  follows: 

Titles  bearing  imprints  up  to  a.d.  1499 3 

Titles  bearing  imprints  from  a.d.  1500  to  a.d.  1599.  ...  45 

Titles  bearing  imprints  from  a.d.  1600  to  a.d.  1699.  .  .  .  239 

Titles  bearing  imprints  from  a.d.  1700  to  a.d.  1799.  . . .  334 

Titles  bearing  imprints  from  a.d.  1800  to  a.d.  1820.  ...  67 

Total 688 

As  usual,  the  cataloguing  of  these  titles  presented  numerous 
bibliographical  difficulties,  and  in  many  instances  prolonged  and 
minute  investigation  of  their  origin  and  literary  history  was 
required  before  final  and  accurate  catalogue  descriptions  of  them 
could  be  drawn  up.  The  Author  Catalogue  Division  handles  all 
works  which  require  complete  cataloguing,  and  this  year  its 
finished  output  was  2,082  volumes  greater  than  last. 

The  amount  of  card  copy  prepared  for  multigraphing 
exceeded  that  of  any  previous  year.  The  number  of  titles  mul- 
tigraphed  in  1916  was  3,362  (Serial  Nos.  N.L.  16:1-3362),  as 
compared  with  2,559  titles  in  1915  (Serial  Nos.  N.L.  15:1-2451), 
an  increase  of  911  serial  numbers. 

The  finished  and  completed  work  accomplished  by  the 
Recataloguing  Division1  for  the  Public  Author  Catalogue  reached 
a  total  of  21,460  volumes  and  5,207  "  analytical. "  For  the  titles 
represented  by  these  volumes,  20,695  cards  were  prepared.  The 
ensuing  table  gives  an  estimate  of  the  work  remaining  to  be 
done  under  this  head;   every  effort  has  been  made  to  secure  an 

JThis  division  is  recataloguing,  under  a  special  appropriation,  the  greater 
part  of  the  books  acquired  by  the  Library  prior  to  June  17,  191 1.  The  results  of 
their  work  are  incorporated  in  the  new  Public  Author  Catalogue,  the  establishment 
and  preparation  of  which  was  authorized  in  19 10. 
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accurate  statement  and  it  is  believed  to  be  so,  as  far  as  the 
facts  within  our  present  knowledge  show: 

VOLUMES 

In  the  Library,  December  31,  1916 365,054 

Excluded  from  scope  of  recataloguing  opera- 
tions     127,438 

Fully  catalogued  or  recatalogued 144,921 

272,359 

Balance  to  be  recatalogued 92,695 

Partially  recatalogued,  cards  awaiting  final 

revision 36,637 

Balance  requiring  full  recataloguing 56,058 

The  Public  Author  Catalogue  continues  to  be  increasingly  used 
by  readers.  To  the  assistants  it  is  invaluable,  and  by  means  of 
it  the  reference  service  becomes  more  and  more  rapid,  complete, 
and  satisfactory  to  all  concerned.  The  Head  of  the  division 
reports  that  all  finished  cards  which  are  ready  on  the  last  day 
of  one  month  are  filed  in  the  Public  Catalogue  before  the  fifteenth 
of  the  next  month;  and  that  all  cards  ready  for  the  Official 
Catalogue  on  the  fifteenth  are  filed  before  the  last  of  the  month. 
This  routine  keeps  the  extremely  important  matter  of  filing  con- 
stantly up  to  date. 

To  the  card  continuation  of  the  Classed  Subject  Catalogue 
which  adjoins  the  Author  Catalogue  in  the  Reading  Room, 
9,599  new  cards  and  2,632  guides  have  been  added,  and 
to  the  divisional  Subject  Catalogue  in  the  History  Depart- 
ment, 3,989  cards  and  1,295  guides,  a  grand  total  of  13,588  and 
3,927  respectively.  Mr.  Merrill,  to  whose  ingenuity  the  device 
is  due,  reports  that  the  experiment  of  not  typing  subject  headings 
on  the  main  entry  cards  used  in  the  Subject  Catalogues,  but  of 
placing  tabbed  guides  containing  the  heading  in  front  of  all 
cards  to  which  the  heading  applies,  has  proved  entirely  satis- 
factory. It  appears  to  have  saved  considerable  labor  on  the 
part  of  those  responsible  for  the  arrangement  and  maintenance 
of  these  indispensable  catalogues.     To  the  Index  to  the  Subject 
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Catalogue,  3,505  cards  were  added,  making  a  total  of  over 
38,000  alphabetical  headings  incorporated  in  this  useful  aid  to 
readers. 

During  19 16,  the  titles  of  809  periodicals  have  been  carried 
on  our  records,  of  which  196  are  gifts  and  613  are  ordinarily 
acquired  by  purchase.  But  of  the  613,  the  War  has  caused  the 
suspension,  discontinuance,  or  interruption  in  receipt  of  135. 
Our  agents  have  lists  of  these  latter,  and  both  during  and  after 
the  War  every  possible  effort  will  be  made  to  secure  the  issues 
required  for  completing  the  files. 

The  operations  associated  with  the  binding  and  repairing  of 
the  books  fall  into  two  distinct  groups.  One  comprises  the 
details  connected  with  the  designation  of  the  nature  and  kind  of 
binding  to  be  put  on  books  received  unbound,  the  assembling  of 
the  requisite  parts  and  numbers  of  periodical  publications,  the 
withdrawal  of  worn  or  broken  volumes  from  the  shelves  for 
necessary  repairs,  etc.,  the  delivery  to,  and  receipt  of  this  material 
from,  the  Bindery,  and  the  keeping  of  systematic  records  of  these 
facts.  These  operations  are  performed  by  the  Division  of 
Accessions  and  Classification. 

The  Bindery  proper  deals  exclusively  with  a  second  group  of 
operations,  i.e.,  those  having  to  do  with  the  technical  treatment 
of  a  book  by  the  binders  from  the  time  of  its  receipt  in  an  unbound 
condition  until  its  return,  newly  bound  or  repaired,  to  the 
Library  assistants.  In  the  Bindery  it  is  collated,  assembled  by 
signatures,  sewn,  bound  in  cloth,  leather,  pigskin,  or  board  cover, 
gilded,  stamped,  labeled,  etc.  All  this,  of  course,  is  done  by 
skilled  artisans  under  the  direction  of  an  experienced  chief. 
During  1916  a  total  of  5,387  volumes  were  newly  bound,  and 
1,171  were  repaired  and  relettered.  Over  1,100  maps  were 
mounted  on  cloth,  and  over  18,000  illustrations,  fine  plates, 
engravings,  charts,  etc.,  "guarded"  when  bound  into  their 
respective  volumes.  As  in  former  years,  the  Bindery  has  also 
performed  a  vast  amount  of  detail  work  which,  taken  cumula- 
tively, is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  putting  and  maintaining 
our  possessions  in  good  condition  and  adding  to  their  length  of 
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life.  It  also  supplies  us  with  a  large  variety  of  devices  and 
apparatus  which  add  greatly  to  ease,  economy,  and  convenience 
of  service.  The  aggregate  cost  of  these  articles,  if  purchased 
from  commercial  houses,  would  necessitate  doubling  our  annual 
appropriation  for  stationery  and  supplies. 

The  Head  of  the  Bindery  also  supervises  the  work  done  on 
the  multigraph  printing  machine,  work  which  during  the  past 
year  included  the  printing  of  67,805  copies  of  catalogue  cards, 
and  59,357  application  slips,  business,  report,  and  record  forms. 
Every  division  and  form  of  library  activity  feels  the  benefit  of 
the  varied  work  and  resources  of  the  Bindery  under  its  present 
loyal  and  intelligent  direction. 

PHYSICAL  AND   ADMINISTRATIVE   CHANGES 

Once  in  every  four  or  five  years  the  increased  number  of 
volumes  in  the  Library  necessitates  the  rearrangement  of  large 
sections  of  the  book  collections  in  order  to  relieve  congested  con- 
ditions on  the  shelves  and  to  provide  additional  shelving  space 
in  which  to  house  incoming  accessions  during  the  next  few  years. 
Such  a  situation  arose  normally  in  19 16,  and  the  work  of  re- 
arrangement was  carried  on  parallel  with  the  routine  operations 
of  the  Library  from  March  to  September.  All  the  book  stacks 
except  those  in  the  History  Department  and  Special  Collections 
Room  were  thoroughly  overhauled,  inventoried,  and  rearranged. 
Related  groups  and  sections  were  brought  into  closer  juxta- 
position with  each  other,  material  most  frequently  called  for  was 
shelved  in  or  nearer  to  the  Reading  Room,  and  material  less  in 
demand  removed  to  more  distant  stacks.  A  new  book  stack  was 
developed  on  the  Fourth  Floor,  and  93,500  volumes  were  trans- 
ferred there  from  other  portions  of  the  building.  In  all,  over 
208,000  volumes  were  reshelved.  This  large  shift  of  material 
was  accomplished  under  the  direction  of  the  Librarian  by  one 
Junior  Assistant,  two  high-school  boys,  and  the  janitors.  No 
heads  of  departments,  cataloguers,  or  reference  assistants  were 
detached  from  their  regular  duties  to  assist  in  this  work,  as  has 
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been  customary  in  the  past,  and  at  no  time  were  readers  deprived 
of  needed  books.  The  floor  cases  and  books  in  the  east  and  west 
sections  of  the  Reading  Room  were  removed  and  the  space 
formerly  occupied  by  them  taken  over  for  purposes  of  reading, 
consultation,  and  reference  activities.  All  three  sections  of  the 
room  were  equipped  with  wall  cases,  new  overhead  lighting 
fixtures  were  installed,  and  the  furniture  renovated,  added  to, 
and  rearranged  to  give  a  brighter,  more  open,  and  attractive 
appearance  to  the  room.  The  Special  Collections  Room  and 
the  Art  and  Letters  Division  were  discontinued  as  consultation 
rooms  in  June  and  July  respectively,  the  assistants  in  charge 
being  transferred  to  the  staff  of  the  Main  Reading  Room. 

The  positive  effects  of  these  changes  thus  far  observed 
are: 

i.  The  centralization  of  hitherto  separated  divisions  of  the 
reference  service  has  simplified  and  improved  all  operations 
having  to  do  with  assisting  readers  and  providing  them  with  the 
books  wanted. 

2.  The  immediate  necessity  of  increasing  the  number  of  refer- 
ence assistants  has  been  indefinitely  postponed. 

3.  The  amount  of  substitute  service  in  the  reference  divisions 
for  which  cataloguers  have  had  to  be  drafted  has  been  reduced 
from  an  average  of  fifty-six  hours  per  month  between  January 
and  August  to  seven  hours  per  month  between  September  and 
December,  1916. 

4.  A  test  made  in  December  to  ascertain  the  average  length 
of  time  required  to  secure  books  from  the  different  parts  of  the 
building  and  deliver  them  to  the  central  desk  in  the  Reading 
Room  gave  the  following  results:  from  the  Basement  (News- 
paper Collection) ,  five  minutes;  from  the  First  Floor,  three  and 
one-half  minutes;  Second  Floor,  two  minutes;  Third  Floor,  three 
minutes;  Fourth  Floor,  three  and  four-fifths  minutes.  The 
longest  time  taken  was  seven  minutes  for  a  book  in  a  distant 
section  of  the  Fourth  Floor.  The  test  was  made  as  nearly 
as  possible  under  normal  conditions  of  service  and  readers' 
demand. 
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THE   LIBRARY   STAFF 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  Classified  Staff  remains  the 

same  as  it  has  been  for  the  past  seven  years.  In  the  recata- 
loguing  division  a  force  averaging  seven  persons  has  been  kept 

together  during  the  year.  Ten  members  of  the  Classified  Staff 
are  college  or  university  graduates,  four  have  had  two  years  of 
college  training,  and  eight  others  hold  high-school  diplomas.  In 
the  recataloguing  division,  four  are  college  graduates  and  three 
are  high-school  graduates.  My  experience  compels  the  conclu- 
sion that  except  in  a  few  minor  positions  a  complete  college 
education  is  a  necessary  foundation  and  requirement  for  intelli- 
gent and  efficient  service  in  this  Library.  If  the  persons 
appointed  do  not  possess  this  qualification,  the  certain  results 
are:  a  serious  loss  of  time  and  labor  in  training  them  for  their 
duties,  a  distressingly  high  percentage  of  errors  in  their  work,  the 
correction  and  revision  of  which  is  expensive,  and  a  disturbing 
element  of  dissatisfaction  due  to  failure  and  lack  of  promotion. 
Realizing  these  facts,  four  members  of  the  Staff  have  recently 
resigned  in  order  to  return  to  college  and  complete  their  studies. 
Further,  a  considerable  number  of  those  in  the  service  are,  out- 
side of  working  hours,  taking  private  instruction  or  attending 
evening  high-school  and  college  courses  in  subjects  certain  to 
improve  their  efficiency  and  increase  their  value  to  the  Library. 
Such  efforts  should  bring  their  appropriate  rewards  either  here 
or  elsewhere. 

With  the  work  done  during  the  past  year  I  can  sincerely 
express  the  utmost  satisfaction,  for,  in  close  touch  with  it  as  I 
am,  I  know  its  necessity  and  positive  value  in  carrying  out  the 
purposes  for  which  the  Library  exists.  The  quality  and  the 
amount  of  work  described  in  the  foregoing  pages  could  not  have 
been  accomplished  except  by  a  Staff  competent  for  its  duties, 
applying  itself  whole-heartedly  to  the  immediate  task  in  hand,  and 
at  all  times  evincing  a  high  degree  of  loyalty  to  the  interests  of 
the  institution.  It  is  a  duty  as  well  as  a  pleasure  to  make  this 
representation  to  the  Board. 
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Mr.  G.  M.  W.  Teyen,  of  the  Reference  Division,  was  on  mili- 
tary service  with  the  ist  Cavalry,  Illinois  National  Guard,  from 
June  19  to  November  17,  the  Board  granting  him  leave  of  absence 
with  full  pay  during  that  period.  During  his  absence  his  duties 
were  roughly  distributed  among  four  other  members  of  the  Staff. 

Through  Dr.  A.  H.  Shearer,  of  the  Bibliographical  Division, 
I  have  been  enabled  to  realize  a  long-cherished  desire  to  bring 
the  Library  into  direct  and  constant  co-operative  relations  with 
the  sectional  and  national  organizations  devoted  to  American 
History.  Besides  performing  his  official  library  duties,  he  has 
continued  to  act  as  Secretary  of  the  Conference  of  Historical 
Societies,  and  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Bibliography 
of  the  American  Historical  Association.  His  other  activities 
include  a  paper  in  the  February  number  of  Modem  Language 
Notes,  sl  geographical  index  to  Richardson's  List  of  Collections  on 
European  History,  and  a  paper  at  the  Cincinnati  meeting  of  the 
American  Historical  Association.  These  services  have  con- 
tributed markedly  to  making  our  historical  resources  known  to 
those  for  whom  they  are  most  necessary  and  important.  I  wish 
that  it  were  possible  to  add  to  our  Staff  someone  who  could 
represent  our  collections  in  Literature  in  the  same  way  that 
Dr.  Shearer  does  those  in  History. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Merrill  has  continued  his  services  as  chairman  of 
the  American  Library  Association  Committee  on  a  "Code  for 
Classifiers,"  and  has  also  prepared  a  special  report  for  the  A.L.A. 
Publishing  Board  on  the  preparation  and  distribution  of  printed 
analytical  cards  for  serials. 

So  far  as  his  duties  at  the  Library  permitted,  the  Librarian 
has  attended  the  principal  library  conferences  of  the  year,  and 
within  the  city  made  the  usual  number  of  addresses  descriptive 
of  the  Library  and  its  collections. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

W.  N.  C.  Carlton,  Librarian 
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STATISTICS  OF  PRINCIPAL  LIBRARY  OPERATIONS 

1916 

I.    PUBLIC  SERVICE  (REFERENCE)  DIVISION 

A.  Number  of  Readers: 

1.  General  Reading  Room 44,649 

2.  Department  of  History  and  Genealogy 13,486 

3.  E.  E.  Ayer  Collection 455 

4.  Exhibition  Room 4,599 

Total 63,189  readers 

B.  Recorded  Use  of  Books: 

1.  General  Reading  Room 61,306 

2.  Department  of  History  and  Genealogy 45,539 

3.  E.  E.  Ayer  Collection 2,452 

4.  Exhibition  Room 2,814 

Total 112,111  volumes 


II.    BIBLIOGRAPHY,  BOOK  SELECTION,  ETC. 

1.  Titles  investigated 12,169 

Increase  over  191 5 2,139 

2.  Titles  selected  and  listed 3,297 

Increase  over  1915 1,13° 

3.  Volumes  represented  by  selected  titles 4,o73 

4.  Typewritten  lists  submitted  to  Committee 121 

Increase  over  191 5 73 

5.  Order  cards  prepared 3,37° 

Increase  over  1915 841 

6.  Special  bibliographical  questions  investigated  and  answered  for 

other  divisions  of  the  library  service,  other  libraries,  and 

readers 450 
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III.    AUTHOR  CATALOGUE  DIVISION 

A.  Cataloguing  of  Current  Accessions: 

i.  New  titles 4,016 

Increase  over  1915 1,274 

2.  Volumes  represented  by  titles  above 6,643 

Increase  over  191 5 2,082 

3.  Analytical 472 

4.  Titles  for  which  card  copy  was  prepared  for  multigraphing  3,396 
Increase  over  1915 837 

5.  New  cards  prepared: 

a)  For  the  Official  Catalogue 9,778 

b)  For  the  Public  Author  Catalogue 9,574 

c)  For  the  Classed  Subject  Catalogue 2,933 

d)  For  the  Official  Name  List 4,291 

Total  cards  prepared  and  revised 26,576 

B.  Revision  of  Official  Catalogue: 

1.  New  cards  substituted  for  old 7,094 

2.  Cards  removed  to  change  Author  Headings 820 

3.  Cards  removed  for  other  additions  or  corrections 1,760 

4.  Total  of  old  cards  substituted  or  refiled 9,674 

5.  Cards  deducted  during  1916 2,335 

C.  Present  State  of  the  Official  Catalogue: 

1.  New  cards  filed  during  1916 16,044 

2.  Estimated  net  total  of  cards,  December  31,  1916 231,751 

D.  Official  Name  List: 

1.  Entries  added  during  1916 11,283 

2.  Total  number  of  entries,  December  31,  1916 79,305 

IV.    RECATALOGUING  DIVISION 

A.  New  Public  Author  Catalogue: 

1.  Additional  titles  recatalogued  during  1916 15,433 

2.  Volumes  represented 21,460 

3.  Analyticals 5,207 

4.  Number  of  cards  prepared 6,992 

B.  Present  State  of  the  Public  Author  Catalogue: 

1.  Titles  represented 115,625 

2.  Volumes  represented 183,972 

3.  Analyticals 24,704 

4.  Cross-references 22,235 

5.  Number  of  cards 175,918 
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C.  Library  of  Congress  "Proof-Slip"  Catalogue:1 

i.  Entries  added  during  1916 48,179 

2.  Total  entries  from  all  sources,  December  31,  1916 336,083 

D.  Distribution,  Number,  and  Cost  of  Library  of  Congress  Cards 

Bought  during  1916: 

Tides           Cards  Cost 

i.  Author  Catalogue  Division 2,718      10,383  $128.34 

2.  Recataloguing  Division i,739        5,487  65 .85 

3.  Classification  Division 385           950  12.26 

4.  E.  E.  Ayer  Collection 173          900  8 .  28 

5.  U.S.  Documents 55          112  1.55 

6.  Reference  Cards 900  8 .  97 


Totals 5,070     18,732    $225.25 

Credits 5  25  .26 


Net  totals 5,065      18,707  $224.99 

V.    ACCESSIONS,   CLASSIFICATION,  AND   BINDING  DIVISION 

A.  Accession  Catalogue: 

1.  Purchases  recorded 4,588 

Increase  over  1915 1,005 

2.  Gifts  recorded 621 

3.  Total  volumes  and  pamphlets  recorded  during  1916 5,209 

4.  Total  volumes  and  pamphlets  recorded  December  31,  1916  303,129 

B.  Classification  and  Shelving  of  Additions,  1916: 

1.  New  accessions  classified  and  added  to  the  fully  catalogued 

collections 5>5°8 

2.  Gifts  classified  and  catalogued  in  brief,  single  entry  form.  .  2,448 

3.  U.S.  Documents  recorded  and  classified 1,006 

4.  Total  volumes  classed  and  shelved 8,962 

C.  Classed  Subject  Catalogue  on  Cards: 

1.  New  cards  added  during  1916: 

a)  Multigraphed  cards 9,687 

b)  Library  of  Congress  cards 3,656 

c)  American  Library  Association  cards 245 

d)  Tabbed  subject-heading  guides 3>927 

2.  Estimated  total  of  cards  and  guides  in  this  Catalogue, 

December  31,  1916 38,877 

1  Including,  for  convenience,  14,594  printed  cards  from  the  libraries  of  Harvard 
University,  University  of  Chicago,  and  University  of  California. 
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3-  Index  to  Classed  Subject  Catalogue: 

a)  Cards  added  during  1916 3,505 

b)  Estimated  total  of  cards  in  this  Index,  December  31, 

1916 38,624 

D.  Preparation  of  Books  for  Binding,  REBiNDrNG,  etc.: 

1.  Volumes  prepared,  recorded,  and  delivered  to  the  Bindery: 

a)  To  be  newly  bound  in  leather  or  cloth 4,892 

b)  To  be  bound  in  "Newberry  binding" 497 

c)  To  be  repaired  and  relettered 378 

Total 5,767 

2.  Volumes  received  from  the  Bindery,  checked  off,  and  sent 

to  the  shelves: 

o)  Newly  bound 4,429 

b)  In  "Newberry  binding " 497 

c)  Repaired  and  relettered 1 ,047 

Total 5,973 

3.  Gilding  of  "call  numbers,"  etc.: 

a)  Volumes  delivered  to  the  Bindery 2,485 

b)  Volumes  received  from  the  Bindery 5,799 

VI.    THE  BINDERY 

A.  Binding: 

1.  Volumes  bound  in  half-morocco 776 

2.  Volumes  bound  in  cloth 3,652 

3.  Volumes  bound  in  pigskin 147 

4.  Pamphlets  bound  in  "Newberry  binding" 812 

Total  of  newly  bound  volumes 5,387 

5.  Volumes  repaired  and  relettered 1,171 

6.  Volumes  on  which  "call-numbers"  were  gilded 5,43 1 

7.  Volumes  on  which  name  of  the  Library  was  gilded 6,025 

8.  Maps  mounted  on  cloth 1,155 

9.  Illustrations,  plates,  charts,  etc.,  "guarded" 18,352 

10.  Book  plates  pasted  in  new  and  rebound  books 8,086 

B.  Printing: 

1.  Catalogue  cards  and  "guides"  multigraphed 67,805 

2.  Library  forms,  blanks,  application  slips,  etc.,  multigraphed  59,357 

3.  Blank  catalogue  cards  cut  from  stock  and  punched 55,°oo 

4.  Memorandum  slips  cut  from  stock  and  punched 60,000 

5.  Shelf  "dummies"  covered  and  lettered 1,232 
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VII.    GROWTH  AND  PRESENT  EXTENT  OF  THE  LIBRARY1 

A.  Volumes  Entered  during  1916  in  the  Accession  Catalogue: 

1.  Purchases 4,588 

2.  Gifts 621 

Total 5,209 

3.  Total  volumes  recorded  in  Accession  Catalogue 303,129 

B.  E.  E.  Ayer  Collection: 

1.  Volumes,  etc.,  added  during  1916 1,015 

2.  Total  contents  of  Collection,  December  31,  1916 36,550 

C.  East  Asiatic  Collection 21,654 

D.  U.S.  Government  Documents: 

1.  Volumes  added  during  1916 693 

2.  Total  received  since  1910 3,612 

E.  Classes  L-P,  R-T,  Not  Accessioned 109 

Total  contents  of  the  Library,  December  31,  1916 365,054 

x  Statistics  compiled  by  the  Accessions  and  Classification  Division. 
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VIII.    STATISTICS  OF  THE  LIBRARY,  1916 

(By  Subjects  and  Classes) 

CONTENTS  OF  THE  CLASSIFIED  SECTIONS 


Vols,  and 

Pams. 

January  i, 

iqi6 


Vols,  and 

Pams. 

Transfers, 

etc. 


Vols,  and 

Pams. 

Added  1916 


Vols,  and 

Pams. 

January  i, 

IQI7 


General  Reference 

Periodicals 

Newspapers 

Academies 

Philosophy 

Religion 

Church  History 

Biography 

Genealogy 

History 

Geography 

Economics 

Sociology 

Education 

Civil  Government 

Law  and  Legislation .... 
Science  and  Technology . 
Military  and  Naval  Arts . 

Sports 

Theater 

Music 

Thomas  Collection 

Fine  Arts 

Language 

Literature 

Literary  Biography 

Bibliography 

Manuscripts 

Museum 


Totals 

Reserved  Duplicates. 


2,133 
15.912 

4,132 

2,094 

3,77i 

15,912 

10,268 

11,132 

6,241 

34,689 

9,372 

19,403 

4,057 

10,529 

11,876 

15,475 
16,693 

3,165 

i,774 

491 

12,518 

563 

9,904 

9,305 

28,237 

2,081 

16,937 

14 

18 


+ 

2 

+ 

t2 
I 
I 

+ 

CO 

+ 

[I 

+ 
+ 

5 

1 

— 

[i 
6 

+  I 

—   I 


+  2 

—  I 

+  5 

+  1 

+  3 


278,596 
9 


+32 


278,605 


126 

273 
82 

23 
54 

202 

103 
281 
169 

949 

132 

325 

3i 

86 

584 
256 
171 
28 
15 
43 
80 


89 

155 
920 

53 

270 

6 

3 


5,5o8 


2,259 

16,187 

4,214 

2,117 

3,837 
16,113 
10,369 

",4i3 
6,410 

35,648 

9,504 

19,739 

4,088 

10,620 

12,461 

i5,73i 

16,853 

3,187 

1,789 

535 

12,597 

563 

9,995 

9,359 

29,162 

2,135 

17,210 
20 

21 


284,136 

9 


284,145 


Classified  portion  of  the  Library  (carried) 284,145 

Bibliographical  Museum  (unclassed) 1,618 

Bonaparte  Library  (in  printed  classed  catalogue) .  . .      18,000 

E.  E.  Ayer  Library 36,550 

East  Asiatic  Collection 21,654 

U.S.  Government  documents  not  in  Newberry  classi- 
fication          1,695 

Classed  in  Government  Classification 

Unclassed 

Total 

Unclassified  lots  (entered  in  accession  catalogue) .  .  .        1,392 

Grand  total 365,054 

43 


1,006 
689 

i,695 


IX.    NAMES  OF  DONORS,  1916 

Vols.  Pams. 

Adams,  Hon.  G.  E.,  Chicago 2 

Ambler,  C.  H.,  Ashland,  Va 1 

Anderson,  Mrs.  A.  F.,  Seward,  Neb 1 

Anonymous 2         1 

Ayer,  E.  E.,  Chicago 

1  map,  25  photographs,  14  paintings,  1  drawing 32       18 

Badger,  R.  G.,  Boston,  Mass 1 

Barrows,  C.  H.,  Springfield,  Mass 1 

Barton,  G.  P.,  Altadena,  Cal 1 

Baskervill,  P.  H.,  Richmond,  Va 1 

Bates,  Rev.  N.  W.,  Fairport  Harbor,  0 1 

Benedict,  Miss  Laura  W.,  New  York  City 1 

Berry,  A.  L.,  Chicago 2 

Biddle,  R.,  Philadelphia,  Pa 1 

Bixby,  W.  K.,  St.  Louis,  Mo 1 

Brewster,  Mrs.  Kate  L.,  Chicago 1 

Bristol,  G.  F.,  Grand  Rapids,  Mich 1  chart 

Bryant,  W.  Sohier,  New  York  City n 

Burton,  C.  M.,  Detroit,  Mich 1 

Carlton,  Dr.  W.  N.  C,  Chicago 14 

Carter,  George  R.,  Boston,  Mass 1 

Clemens,  W.  M.,  New  York  City 1 

Cole,  G.  W.,  New  York  City 1 

Conant,  C.  E.,  Chattanooga,  Tenn 2 

Cook,  Prof.  A.  S.,  Greensboro,  Vt 1 

Cope,  Mrs.  Clarinda  M.,  Chicago 

Coppons,  A.  C.  de,  Chicago is 

Crone,  F.  L.,  Kendall ville,  Ind 

Deane,  Ruthven,  Chicago 

Donnelley  &  Sons  Co.,  R.  R.,  Chicago 

Donovan,  J.  M.,  Sioux  Falls,  S.D 

Durward,  Rev.  J.  T.,  Baraboo,  Wis 


Ehrmann,  M.,  New  York  City 

Fabyan,  G.,  Chicago 

Fader,  A.,  Chicago 

Felt,  D.  E.,  Chicago 

Ferrin-Hollinger,  Mrs.  L.,  Marshalltown,  la. 

44 


Vols.  Pams. 

Foreman,  Grant,  Muscogee,  Okla 4  leaflets.     1  typ. 

Foss,  Hon.  S.  D.,  Washington,  D.C 1 

Fowler,  Miss  Helen,  Chicago 


Giglotti,  C,  Chicago. 


Hadley,  C,  Denver,  Colo 

Hall,  Miss  Jennie,  Chicago 

Hanaford,  Mrs.  Mary  E.  N.,  Rockford,  III 

Harrison,  F.,  Washington,  D.C 

Hawes,  J.  W.,  New  York  City 

Heald,  C.  E.,  San  Francisco,  Cal 

Henry,  Mrs.  Alice,  Hinsdale,  III 

Hobbs,  Mrs.  Perry  L.,  Cleveland,  Ohio 

Holbrook,  A.,  Milwaukee,  Wis 1  chart 

Holt,  C.  S.,  Chicago 

Hostetler,  Mrs.  M.  A.,  Shelton,  Neb 

Iyenaga,  Dr.  T.,  New  York  City 


Jipson,  Dr.  N.  W.,  Chicago 1  manuscript 

Jones,  Mrs.  Evelyn  Ellsworth,  Louisa,  Va 

Kaufman,  J.  C,  Chicago 

King,  Brevet-Colonel  H.  C,  Brooklyn,  N.Y 

Kirk,  Mrs.  W.  R.,  Chicago 

Knowles,  Rev.  W.  C,  Higganum,  Conn 


Lagoni-Toft,  Mrs.  H.,  Chicago 

Lawrence,  A.  H.,  Winamac,  Ind 

Lichtenstein,  Dr.  W.,  Evanston,  77/ 

London,  Hon.  M.,  Washington,  D.C 

McNary,  J.  R.,  Burgettstown,  Pa 1 

Maynard,  J.  P.,  Marquette,  Mich 1 

Mendsen,  Mrs.  Abby  F.  Cook,  Chicago 3 

Merrill,  W.  S.,  Chicago 

Meyer,  K.,  Chicago 

Miller,  W.,  Urbana,  /// 

Morton,  Mrs.  Hannah  W.,  St.  Joseph,  Mo 

Newkirk,  T.  J.,  Evanston,  /// 


Palmer,  W.  L.,  Boston,  Mass 

Peck,  Dr.  G.  B.,  Providence,  R.I 

Pinchot,  G.,  Washington,  D.C 
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Vols.  Pams. 

Plancarte  y  Navarrete,  Most  Rev.  F.,  Chicago 2 

Polk,  Dr.  W.  M.,  New  York  City 2 

Pomeroy,  A.  A.,  Sandusky,  O 1 

Preston,  E.  D.,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo 1  manuscript 

Ray,  Prof.  P.  O.,  Evanston,  /// 1 

Rockwell,  W.  W.,  New  York  City 1 

Rose,  T.  C,  Elrnira,  N.Y 1 

Rothert,  O.  A.,  Louisville,  Ky 1 

Roundy,  W.  N.,  Lake  Bluff,  III 1 

Ryerson,  E.  L.,  Chicago 1 

Sanborn,  V.  C,  Kenilworth,  III 1         1 

Schuller,  R.  R.,  Evanston,  III 1 

Sears,  L.  M.,  Chicago 1 

Selleck,  W.  E.,  Chicago 1      29 

Sherman,  B.,  Chicago 1 

Smith,  J.  F.,  Chicago 1 

Snyder,  Miss  Estelle  Ryan,  Chicago 1  chart 

Sprague,  F.  H.,  Grafton,  N.D 1 

Stephens,  Miss  Kate,  New  York  City 1 

Sykes,  G.,  Tucson,  Ariz 2 

Thompson,  S.,  Chicago 1 

Tolman,  A.  H.,  Chicago 1 

Venn,  T.  J.,  Chicago 1 

Warvelle,  G.  W.,  Chicago 4        1 

Williams,  Miss  Cornelia  Bartow,  Chicago 1 

Witwer,  E.  B.,  Chicago 1 

Young,  M.  H.  de,  San  Francisco,  Cal 1 

Academies,  colleges,  museums,  universities,  and  other  educa- 
tional institutions 45  41 

American  and  foreign  libraries 5  broadsides  143  82 

Canadian  government  and  provinces 36 

Charitable,  religious,  and  other  social  organizations 25  33 

Commercial,  financial,  and  political  organizations 23  3 

Foreign  governments 311  ll 

Genealogical,  historical,  and  patriotic  organizations 16  18 

Railway  corporations 1  1 

United  States,  Municipal  Governments 10  2 

United  States,  State  Governments 91  22 

United  States  Government 420  678 
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X.    STATEMENT  OF  ASSETS,  DECEMBER  31,  1916 

Bank  Stock $  10,500 .  00 

Bonds 321,413.83 

Loans  secured  by  Real  Estate 3,700. 00 

Contracts  for  sale  of  Real  Estate 31,990.  50 

Balance  to  credit  at  Bank 30,206. 86 


The  expenditure  for  books,  periodicals,  and  fittings  of  the 

Library  from  its  foundation  to  date  amount  to $805,282 .  12 


REAL  ESTATE 


44  Lots  in  Newberry's  Addition  to  Chicago. 

2  Lots  in  Butler,  Wright  &  Webster's  Addition. 
22  Lots  in  Kinzie's  Addition. 

Undivided  property  on  Lake  Shore,  Kinzie's  Addition. 

13  Lots  in  Rushnell's  Addition. 
5  Lots  in  State  Bank  Addition. 

94  Lots  in  Library  Addition. 

3  Lots  in  Canal  Trustees'  Subdivision  of  Sec.  3,  39,  14. 
38. 83  Acres  in  Sec.  34,  39,  13. 

14  Lots  in  Sec.  34,  Town  of  Jefferson. 

7  Lots  in  George  Smith's  Addition  to  Chicago,  Sec.  22,  33,  14. 
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XI.    CHRONOLOGICAL  LIST  OF  THE  ANNUAL  REPORTS 

OF  THE  LIBRARY 


Title  of  Report 

Period  of  Report 

Trustees' 
No. 

Librarian's 
No. 

Remarks 

Proceedings   of   the 

Six  months,  July  i, 
1887,  to  January  5, 
1888 

I 

Year  ending: 

«            « 

January  5,  1889 
"        "  1890 
"         "  1891 
"        "  1892 

2 

u               a 

3 

4 

u               a 

u               u 

5 

Report  of  the  Trus- 

tees   

April  25,  1892,  to 
December  31,  1892, 

I 

6 

|  Three  re- 

2 

7 

1     ports  in 

and  for  years  1893 

one  1892- 

and  1894 

3 

8 

J     1894 

Year  ending: 

«            « 

December  31,  1895 

4 

9 

a               tt 

"          "     1896 

5 

10 

a               u 

"          "     1897 

6 

11 

a               tt 

"          "     1898 

7 

12 

u               u 

■     1899 

8 

13 

tt               tt 

■          "     1900 

9 

14 

u               a 

■          "     1901 

10 

IS 

a               a 

«          "     1902 

11 

16 

tt               tt 

«          "     1903 

12 

17 

u               a 

"     1904 

13 

18 

tt                 tt 

"     190S 

14 

19 

u                   tt 

"          ■     1906 

15 

20 

tt              tt 

"     1907 

16 

21 

tt              <( 

"     1908 

17 

22 

«              « 

"     1909 

18 

23 

a               a 

"          "     1910 

19 

24 

a                a 

■     191 1 

20 

25 

u                    it 

"     191 2 

21 

26 

tt                tt 

"     1913 

22 

27 

tt                tt 

"     1914 

23 

28 

a               u 

"     1915 

24 

29 

tt               « 

"     1916 

25 

30 
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